
Jodar Farms  

2019 Organically Fed Product Options 

Why offer this? 

We have been asked by many over the last few years to start offering an organically fed chicken and/or 

pork.  In the past we have not had the land capacities to properly separate two different feed models 

adequately.  With our move to the new Wellington Farm, we finally have enough space to give it a try.  

In addition to space restrictions, the extremely high cost of organic feed has also always been a big 

deterrent to testing the model.  After being assured by many folks at the markets and in our 

membership that they are willing to pay the increased prices for these items, we are less nervous about 

dipping our toes.    

How does it work? 

We are planning to grow 2 or 3 sets of chickens organically throughout the 2019 Season.  Depending on 

the popularity, we will grow the proper amounts accordingly.  In addition we plan to raise approximately 

10-15 hogs using organic feed as well.  Because these are going to be somewhat limited numbers this 

first year, we are asking folks to pre-order their chicken and pork ahead of time with predetermined 

pickup dates.  Unlike our usual CSA which has monthly pickups through the summer, we are asking the 

organically fed orders to be picked up in lump sums after each round has been harvested.  We are doing 

this to prevent any freezer space issues and to avoid any mix-ups with our conventionally fed products.   

When placing your order for the chickens you will choose how many chickens you would like to get for 

each anticipated finish date.  For the first season we are requiring a 10 chicken minimum that can either 

be picked up at one finish date, or spread out over the 2 finish dates.   

What does it cost? 

So as I’ve indicated above, organic feed rations are very expensive.  Quality, well balanced rations are 

also hard to find in comparison to the conventional feed options in this area.  We are lucky that 

Ranchway feeds is just down the road from us and they do offer Organic feed… but oh man is it 

expensive.  As of February 2019, the price of organic chicken feed from Ranchway is approximately 2.5 

times what we pay for our current feed.  This added expense is extremely important to factor into our 

planning because feed costs are by far our biggest expense item in our business ledger.  In order to 

properly account for increase in feed costs we will pay in order to raise our organically fed chickens and 

hogs, we have decided to offer chickens at $24/per whole bird (~$6/lb) and our hogs will be priced at 

$6.25/lb hanging weight.  For chickens, we will require a minimum order of 10 whole birds and for pigs 

they must be purchased as either half or whole orders.  Please note that we only plan to offer 

organically fed whole chickens for the 2019 season.  In addition, all orders will have a once per season 

$15 membership fee which helps cover our administrative and organizational costs.  This fee is waived 

for anyone who is part of our traditional 2019 Summer CSA and already paid for the membership fee. 

SO… what do these guys actually eat? 

As it is currently planned, our feed will be coming solely from Ranchway Feeds here in Fort Collins.  The 

balanced organic feed rations will be primarily made of certified organic ground corn, soybean meal, 

wheat, canola, flaxseed, and added vitamins and minerals.  In addition, the chickens and pigs will be 



foraging in the fields at our Wellington Farm which has not received any chemical fertilizers, pesticides 

or herbicides for over 7-10 years.  These pastures are mostly grasses and some legumes, all of which are 

NOT GMO in origin.  While in the fields the chickens and hogs will eat the vegetation and also find lots of 

bugs, seeds and other minerals.  We are planning to get some questions as to why we didn’t go the next 

step to a no corn/soy ration… so here is my answer.  First, we are taking small steps and adding this to 

our already crazy busy rotations was a big enough step.  Second, it is our belief that chickens and pigs 

have evolved to eat vegetation, grains and insects…. They truly are omnivores.  Depriving these animals 

of grains would be inhumane and leave them with an unbalanced diet.   

What can you do to help? 

I think I have made it clear that we are taking a few risks offering this product line.  We are hoping that it 

is wildly popular and we need to schedule extra rounds of birds to meet the demands, but if it’s not we 

will probably moth ball it for future years.  If this is a really important growing practice that you would 

like to see us continue to offer, PLEASE let others know about our pilot program.  The more people who 

order and take advantage of this program, the better chances we can keep it up.   If you have any 

questions, thoughts or concerns please let us know so we can hear your feedback.  Our business was 

built filling a niche in the market and we let our customers dictate our growing model changes based on 

their spending and what they want.   

How to Order? 

All orders will be made online using our website at www.jodarfarms.com/csamemberships 

Please remember that there is a 10 chicken minimum for the order.   

 

Thanks so much and look forward to seeing where this program goes! 

 

Aaron 

http://www.jodarfarms.com/csamemberships

